The Michael L. Printz Award for Excellence in Young Adult Literature

The Michael L. Printz Award is an award for a book that exemplifies literary excellence in young adult literature. It is named for a Topeka, Kansas school librarian who was a long-time active member of the Young Adult Library Services Association. The award is sponsored by Booklist, a publication of the American Library Association.

Who Was Mike Printz?

When the Newbery Award began , people probably asked, "Who is John Newbery?" After 75 years of Newbery Awards, "everyone knows the name." So that everyone will recognize the name of this new award as quickly as possible, some background information may prove helpful. "Mike," as he was known to his friends and colleagues, was a school librarian at Topeka West (KS) High School for many years and retired from teaching in 1994. Until his untimely death in 1996, he worked as a marketing consultant for Econo-Clad Books.

Mike was active in YALSA and served on the Best Books for Young Adults Committee and the Margaret A. Edwards Award Committee. He had a passion for books and reading. Finding the right book for the right student at the right time was not just a slogan to Mike-he lived it. He also appreciated the authors who wrote books for young adults and demonstrated this by initiating an author-in-residence program at his high school. One of those authors was Chris Crutcher, who became a close friend. Chris recalls the quiet times he spent with Mike talking with him about his vision of young adult literature and its place in kid's lives and says, "The ache I feel [upon hearing of Mike's death] is my wish that he could have accepted for himself what he so readily gave to us, readers and writers alike; a place to stand in the circle of the joy and heartache that is storytelling."

YALSA has created a place, a circle if you will, for Mike to stand and be recognized- that place is the Michael L.Printz Award.

YALSA published A Printz of a Man, a volume of articles written by Mike's friends and colleagues in 1997. Copies were given to the participants at the YALSA preconference, Popular Reading, which was dedicated to Mike, in San Francisco. 

For more information, go to the American Library Association site:

http://www.ala.org/ala/yalsa/booklistsawards/printzaward/Printz,_Michael_L__Award.htm

2000
Winner

Monster by Walter Dean Myers 

Honor Books

Skellig by David Almond

Speak by Laurie Halse Anderson

Hard Love by Ellen Wittlinger

2001
Winner 

Kit's Wilderness by David Almond 

Honor Books 

Many Stones by Carolyn Coman

The Body of Christopher Creed by Carol Plum-Ucci 

Angus, Thongs, and Full Frontal Snogging: Confessions of Georgia Nicolson 

by Louise Rennison

Stuck in Neutral by Terry Trueman

2002
Winner

A Step from Heaven by An Na

Honor Books

The Ropemaker by Peter Dickinson

Heart to Heart: New Poems Inspired by Twentieth-Century American Art 

by Jan Greenberg

Freewill by Chris Lynch

True Believer by Virginia Euwer Wolff

2003
Winner

Postcards from No Man's Land by Aidan Chambers

Honor Books

The House of the Scorpion by Nancy Farmer

My Heartbeat by Garret Freymann-Weyr

Hole in My Life by Jack Gantos

2004

Winner 

The First Part Last by Angela Johnson

Honor Books

A Northern Light by Jennifer Donnelly

Keesha's House by Helen Frost

Fat Kid Rules the World by K.L. Going

The Earth, My Butt and Other Big Round Things by Carolyn Mackler 

2005

Winner

how i live now by Meg Rosoff

Honor Books

Airborn by Kenneth Oppel

Chanda's Secrets by Allan Stratton

Lizzie Bright and the Buckminster Boy by Gary D. Schmidt

2006

Winner

Looking for Alaska by John Green

Honor Books

Black Juice by Margo Lanagan

I Am the Messenger by Markus Zusak

John Lennon: All I Want Is the Truth by Elizabeth Partridge

A Wreath for Emmett Till by Marilyn Nelson, illustrated by Philippe Nelson

2007

Winner

American Born Chinese by Gene Luen Yang

Honor Books

An Abundance of Katherines by John Green
The Astonishing Life of Octavian Nothing, Traitor to the Nation; v. 1: The Pox Party 

by M. T. Anderson

The Book Thief by Markus Zusak

Surrender by Sonya Hartnett

2008

Winner

The White Darkness by Geraldine McCaughrean

Honor Books

Dreamquake: Book Two of the Dreamhunter Duet by Elizabeth Knox

One Whole and Perfect Day by Judith Clarke

Repossessed by A.M. Jenkins

Your Own, Sylvia: A Verse Portrait of Sylvia Plath by Stephanie Hemphill

