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Best Books for Young Adults 2009 Nominations with Annotations
Fiction

Adlington, L.J. Cherry Heaven. (release date: 2/5/08) 
Bartoletti, Susan Campbell. The Boy Who Dared.  (release date: 2/1/08)
Baskin, Nora Raleigh. All We Know of Love. (release date: 8/26/08)

Beauford, Mary Jane.  Primavera. Flora's father is plotting to unseat the Medici family in Renaissance Florence.  She must choose her allies wisely in order to stay alive as murder and chaos unfold around her. (release date: 3/1/08)

Bodeen, S.A. Compound. (release date: 4/29/08) 

Bray, Libba. The Sweet Far Thing. (release date: 12/26/07)
Buckhanon, Kalisha.  Conception. When 15-year-old Shivana Montgomery becomes pregnant by an older married man, she struggles to carve out a hopeful path to escape a life of challenge and destitution. (release date: 2/5/08)
Colfer, Eoin.  Airman. Conor Broekhart spends his days dreaming of flying hot air balloons and inventing flying machines until murder and court intrigue sends him to prison and labor in the diamond mines. (release date: 1/2/08)

Conner, Leslie.  Waiting for Normal. Left to live in an old trailer under the overhead train track with Mommers, Addie is the child that has to learn to take care of herself.  And almost succeeds. (release date: 2/5/08)

de la Pena, Matt. Mexican WhiteBoy. (release date: 6/12/08) 
Dessen, Sarah. Lock and Key. (release date: 4/22/08)
Doctorow, Cory.  Little Brother. There's been another major terrorist attack and the Department of Homeland Security has clamped down big time. It's up to Marcus, computer geek, to save everyone from this police state. (release date: 4/29/08)

Dole, Mayra Lazara. Down to the Bone. (release date: 2/26/08) 
Dowd, Siobhan. The London Eye Mystery. (release date: 2/12/08) 
Feldman, Jody and Victoria Jamieson. The Gollywhopper Games. (release date: 3/4/08)

Fleischman, Sid.  The Entertainer and the Dybbuk. The Great Freddie, a second-rate ventriloquist, is inhabited by the spirit of a 12-year-old Jewish boy killed in the Holocaust. (release date: 8/21/07)

Giff, Patricia Reilly. Eleven. (release date: 1/8/08) 
Gilman, David. The Devil’s Breath. (release date: 9/23/08) 
Godberson, Anna. Luxe. (release date: 11/20/07) 

Haddix, Margaret Peterson. Uprising. (release date: 9/25/07)

Halpern, Julie.  Get Well Soon. When Anna's parents commit her to a mental hospital, she begins to see herself more fully and discovers the first real community of friends she's ever known. (release date: 10/2/07)

Harmon, Michael. The Last Exit to Normal. (release date: 3/11/08) 
Harris, Joanne. Runemarks. (release date: 1/8/08)
Hernandez , David. Suckerpunch. (release date: 11/26/07)
Heuston, Kimberley. The Book of Jude. (release date: 4/08)
Jenkins, A.M. Night Road. (release date: 5/20/08)

Jordan, Hillary.  Mudbound. Two young heroes return to their neighboring families after World War II. Jamie is haunted by horrors of war, Ronsel by horrors of the segregated South. (release date: 3/4/08)

Juby, Susan.  Another Kind of Cowboy. When horse-crazy Alex finally gets a chance to switch from western pleasure to dressage, he feels more in tune with both his riding and his overall identity. (release date: 12/18/07)
Kephart, Beth.  Undercover. With her gift for poetry, Elisa writes romantic lines for boys to send to other girls, until one winter when she realizes she loves one of these boys. (release date: 9/18/07)
Lecesne, James.  Absolute Brightness. Flamboyant, outrageous, fourteen-year-old cousin Leonard covers his own sorrows and brings hope and new beginnings to Phoebe's troubled family until the day of his mysterious disappearance. (release date: 2/5/08)

Levithan, David. How They Met, And Other Stories. (release date: 1/8/08) 

Little, Melanie. The Apprentice's Masterpiece: A Story of Medieval Spain. (release date: 2/15/08)
Lockhart, E. The Disreputable History of Frankie Landau-Banks. (release date: 3/25/08) 

Lurie, April. The Latent Powers of Dylan Fontaine. (release date: 5/13/08) 
MacLeon, Doug. I'm Being Stalked by a Moonshadow. (release date: 10/07)
Mazer, Norma Fox.  The Missing Girl. The five Herbert sisters find their innocent lives exploding in emotional turmoil when one of the sisters is abducted and held captive by a truly creepy child predator. (release date: 2/5/08)
McMann, Lisa. Wake. (release date: 3/4/08)
McMullan, Margaret. When I Crossed No-Bob. (release date: 12/07)
McNamee, Graham. Bonechiller. (release date: 9/9/08)
Meyer, Stephenie. The Host. (release date: 5/6/08)

Monniger, Joseph. Baby. (release date: 9/07)
Murphy, Pat. The Wild Girls. (release date: 10/18/07)
Myers, Walter Dean. Sunrise Over Fallujah. (release date: 4/08)

Na, An.  The Fold. When Joyce is offered a type of plastic surgery many young Korean-Americans would love to have, she must decide what beauty truly means to her. (release date: 4/10/08)
Napoli,  Donna Jo.  Hush: An Irish Princess' Tale. Melkorka, a 10th century Irish princess, must adapt to a harsh new life after she is stolen from her home by Russian slavers. (release date: 10/23/07)
Pearson, Mary E.  The Adoration of Jenna Fox. Jenna Fox wakes from a year-long coma.  As her memory begins to return, she has more questions than answers about who she was, and who she is now. (release date: 4/29/08)

Petrucha, Stefan.  Teen, Inc. Jiaden has been raised by NECorp and has fought for a semblance of independent teen life. Then he finds out they may be hiding mercury emissions. (release date: 9/18/07)
Rex, Adam.  The True Meaning of Smekday. While driving to the reservation for humans, Gratuity Tucci becomes friends with a renegade from the alien Boov invaders before the nasty Gorg come to enslave or kill them all. (release date: 10/2/07)

Roe, Monica. Thaw. (release date: 4/08)
Schmidt, Gary. Trouble. (release date: 4/21/08)  

Schumacher, Julie. Black Box. (release date: 9/9/08)
Shaw, Susan.  Safe. It is the last day of 7th grade for Tracy, a day filled with thoughts of summer fun. Then the orange car pulls up and her world is forever changed. (release date: 10/4/07)

Sheth, Kashmira. Keeping Corner. (release date: 10/3/0/07)
Shoup, Barbara. Everything You Want. (release date: 4/1/08)
Smith, Jennifer. The Comeback Season. (release date: 3/4/08)

Smith, Roland.  Elephant Run. Thirteen-year-old Nick is trapped on his father's teak plantation during the Japanese invasion of Burma in 1941 and must find a way to save his father as well as himself. (release date: 9/25/07)
Venkatraman, Padma.  Climbing the Stairs. When Vidya’s father is seriously injured, her family moves from their progressive home to the household of her conservative relatives, where she must adjust to a new set of expectations. (release date: 5/1/08)
Woodson, Jacqueline.  After Tupac and D Foster. The friendship of three girls from very different families fills the emptiness of uncertainty as they struggle with Tupac Shakur's troubles as well as their own. (release date: 1/10/08)

Yoo, Paula.  Good Enough. Patti's life is all about being a good Korean daughter.  Study and get into HYP - Harvard, Yale, or Princeton.  No boys, no distractions.  Then Cute Trumpet Guy walks in. (release date: 2/5/08)
Zarr, Sara.  Sweethearts. High school senior Jenna has successfully remade her life, but has to confront long-suppressed memories of a traumatic childhood when her only friend from childhood, Cameron, suddenly reappears. (release date: 2/1/08)
Ziegler, Jennifer Lynn. How NOT to be Popular. (release date: 1/8/08)
Non-Fiction
Abadzis, Nick. Laika. (release date: 9/4/07)
Engle, Margarita. The Surrender Tree: Poems of Cuba's Struggle for Freedom. (release date: 4/1/08)

Murphy, Jim.  The Real Benedict Arnold. Author searches for the real man behind the traitor label and explores the legend and controversy surrounding this historical figure. (release date: 9/17/07)
Rhodes-Courter, Ashley. Three Little Words: A Memoir. (release date: 1/8/08)

Shields, Charles J. I Am Scout: The Biography of Harper Lee. (release date: 4/1/08)
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