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Best Books for Young Adults 2008 Nominations with Annotations

Fiction

Abdel-Fattah, Randa. Does My Head Look Big In This? High school is hard enough, but everything gets a little more complicated for Amal when she decides to start wearing a hijab as a symbol of her Muslim faith.

(release date: 5/1/07)
Alexie, Sherman. The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-time Indian. Junior leaves the Spokane Indian Reservation to attend an all-white high school where the only other Native American is the school mascot.   Is he choosing his own destiny or betraying the tribe? (release date: 9/1/07)

Alexie, Sherman. Flight. Zits, a deeply troubled Indian-Irish orphan, finds himself transported through space and time and into another body just as he's about to commit a mass murder. (release date: 4/17/07)

Anderson, Laurie Halse. Twisted. Tyler Miller begins his senior year transformed from a geeky video gamer to a physical specimen who hot girls find appealing, but his dysfunctional family inhibits his maturity. (release date: 3/20/07)
Aronson, Sarah. Head Case. Frank Marder got drunk at a party and killed people, but maybe they are the lucky ones. Frank is just a head trapped in a paralyzed body. (release date: 9/4/07)
Asher, Jay. Thirteen Reasons Why. Clay receives a mysterious package in the mail — a package of cassette tapes that explain his classmate's suicide. (release date: 10/18/07)
Avi. Crispin: At the Edge of the World. Set in the harsh landscape of 14th century England, Crispin and his friend Bear flee the country to escape capture by rebels, rescuing a disfigured orphan girl along the way. (release date: 9/1/06)

Avi. The Traitor’s Gate. When 14-year-old John Huffam tries to save his father from debtor's prison in 1849 London, he discovers his family is surrounded by suspicious characters who seem up to no good. (release date: 5/22/07)
Barkley, Brad and Heather Helper. Dream Factory. Chip and Dale are fighting, Cinderella doesn't love Prince Charming after all, and Luke and Emma are miserable when they spend their summer working at the 'happiest place on earth. (release date: 5/17/07)
Beaudoin, Sean. Going Nowhere Faster. Stan Smith, video store clerk and underachiever, listlessly moves through his summer before college but is alarmed by a mysterious and unseen stalker intent on harming him. (release date: 4/1/07)
Bildner, Phil. Busted. For the high school students in Coldwater Creek, life is all about breaking the rules, gambling, bullying, getting high or having sex, but is it worth getting busted? (release date: 8/28/07)
Bingham, Kelly. Shark Girl. Jane, a gifted artist, struggles to adjust to disabled life after losing her arm in a shark attack. (release date: 4/10/07)

Blank, Jessica. Almost Home. An ensemble of runaway teens copes with the tough streets of Los Angeles and their own version of society's caste system in their day-to-day struggle to survive. (release date: 10/23/07)
Bradley, Alex. Hot Lunch. When Molly and Cassie get into a food fight in the school cafeteria, they receive the ultimate punishment: lunch lady duty. (release date: 8/16/07)

Bradley, Kimberley Brubaker. Leap of Faith. When Abby hatches a plan to annoy her parents by converting to Catholicism, she finds herself surprisingly drawn into and comforted by the Catholic church. (release date: 7/5/07)
Brande, Robin. Evolution, Me, and Other Freaks of Nature. Members of her strict Christian church are shunning Mena Reece, and her only friend turns out to be her lab partner, the quirky and brilliant Casey Conner. (release date: 8/28/07)
Brewer, Heather. Eighth Grade Bites: The Chronicles of Vladimir Tod. Being in eighth grade sucks. Being in eighth grade, a vampire-in-hiding, hunted and bloodthirsty, sucks even more. (release date: 8/16/07)
Brooks, Kevin. Being. 16 year-old Robert is in the hospital for a routine stomach exam. When they look, the doctors find plastic tubes, filaments and spirals instead of organs. (release date: 2/1/07)
Brooks, Martha. Mistik Lake. The secrets of seventeen-year-old Odella's family keep getting bigger and bigger! (release date: 8/21/07)
Bryan, Kathleen. The Serpent and the Rose: The First Book of the War of the Rose. How do you battle a traitor when it is the king?  Will the combined magic of Lady Averil and untrained Gereint be enough to stand against the king's ruthless attacks? (release date: 3/6/07)

Burgess Melvin. Bloodsong. The heroic Sigurd slays a dragon, descends into the underworld, and rules over a tenuous peace in a post-Apocalyptic Britain peopled with genetic mutants. (release date: 8/28/07)
Caletti, Deb. The Nature of Jade. Jade DeLuna, fascinated by the zoo's elephants and a mysterious boy with a baby who visits the animals, comes to realize the importance of family despite her own tumultuous home life. (release date: 2/27/07)

Cameron, Peter. Someday This Pain Will Be Useful to You. James is tired of most everyone and everything in his life. Then, as he attempts to connect with a co-worker, he makes a grave error in judgment. (release date: 9/18/07)
Carey, Mike. God Save the Queen. Teenaged Linda falls in with the wrong crowd and lands in the middle of a war between the faerie Queens Mab and Titania. (release date: 4/18/07)
Carey, Mike.  Re-Gifters. Dixie almost lets her killer crush on a boy in her hapkido studio come before her friends, her family, and her shot at tournament glory. (release date: 6/6/07)

Carey, Janet Lee. Dragon's Keep. Princess Rosalind's atrocity–a dragon's claw where her finger should be–is all that makes her beautiful to Lord Faul, the fierce dragon who enslaves her in exchange for her people’s safety. (release date: 4/1/07)
Cassidy, Anne. Looking for JJ. Recently released murderer JJ fears that someone will see through her new identity, "Alice Tully." (release date: 10/1/07)
Castellucci, Cecil. Beige. Prim and proper Katy learns to march to her own beat when she is exiled to her punk rocker, recovering addict father Rat, and "chaperone," moody drummer Lake. (release date: 5/8/07)

Clarke, Judith. One Whole and Perfect Day. Lily, the sensible one in her quirky Australian family, longs to belong even while belittling the shallow interests of her classmates. Then grandpa goes berserk and Lily falls in love. (release date: 3/07)

Clinch, Jon. Finn. This is a story of Huck Finn's cruel, alcoholic father, of fathers molding sons, and of a man and a nation obsessed with skin color. (release date: 2/20/07)

Cohn, Rachel and David Levithan. Naomi and Ely’s No Kiss List. Naomi and Ely struggle with an omission from their "no kiss list." (release date: 8/28/07)
Compestine, Ying Chang. Revolution Is Not a Dinner Party. Daily Ling and her family lose their comfortable middle class lives as the Chinese Communist Cultural Revolution sweeps them and it away. (release date: 8/21/07)

Cooney, Caroline B. A Friend at Midnight. After her father commits an unforgiveable act, 15-year-old Lily must deal with her deep disappointment and anger as she struggles to retain her faith in family and in God. (release date: 10/10/06)
Cooper, Brenda. The Silver Ship and the Sea. As the only six "altered" children grow up on a harsh planet colonized by humans opposed to genetic modification, they must face the fear their special abilities engender. (release date: 3/20/07)

Crutcher, Chris. Deadline. What happens when 18-year-old Ben Wolf decides not to tell anyone he is dying of cancer? (release date: 9/1/07)

Cullen, Lynn. I am Rembrandt’s Daughter. Cornelia, illegitimate daughter of the great artist Rembrandt, strives to escape her life of poverty and low social status. (release date: 5/29/07)
Dallas, Sandra. Tallgrass. Thirteen year old Rennie tries to make sense of the Japanese internment camp that appears near  her Colorado home at the beginning of World War II. (release date: 4/3/07)

Davis, Deborah. Not Like You. Fifteen-year-old Kayla gets tired of being the responsible one when her mother moves them into a rundown trailer in New Mexico, can't make the rent, and starts drinking..again. (release date: 7/16/07)

De Crecy, Nicolas. Glacial Period. In a graphic novel commissioned by the Louvre, archaeologists in an ice age thousands of years from now stumble upon the remains of the famous museum. (release date: 2/07)

De Lint, Charles. Little (Grrl) Lost. T.J. is not happy to move from farm to suburb. Things get a lot more complicated when T.J. befriends Elizabeth, who is a "Little" and stands just six inches tall. (release date: 9/6/07)

Deuker, Carl. Gym Candy. Son of a high school and college football star, Mick Johnson always knows his game is football, too, but to be the best, maybe he needs a little extra help. (release date: 9/3/07)
Dogar, Sharon. Waves. At their beach home the summer after the accident, Hal believes his sister - lying comatose in a hospital far away - is crying out to him to discover what really happened. (release date: 4/2/07)
Dowd, Siobhan. A Swift Pure Cry. Coolbar, Ireland is a village of secrets, and Shell is not about to reveal her secret until suspicion falls on the wrong person. (release date: 4/10/07)

Downham, Jenny. Before I Die. Tessa has only a few months to do the ten things on her list before she dies. (release date: 9/25/07)
Doyle, Larry. I Love You, Beth Cooper. Denis uses his high school valedictory speech to declare his love for cheerleader Beth Cooper. (release date: 5/8/07)
Doyle, Roddy. Wilderness. Alternating between Dublin and Finland, the stories of two distinctly different adventures unfold for the Griffin family. (release date: 9/1/07)
Dubosarsky, Ursula. The Red Shoe.  Three sisters try to make sense of the emotionally fragile state of their family as equally uncertain world events of 1954 intrude upon their lives. (release date: 5/1/07)

Duey, Kathleen. Skin Hunger. Sadima's mother died at her birth because of a fake magician/thief. Hahp is sent to a dangerous wizard academy to get him out of the way. Their lives converge unexpectedly. (release date: 7/24/07)

Ellis, Ann Dee. This Is What I Did. Logan, whose family has moved to a new neighborhood where he is bullied, won't talk about a disturbing incident from his past until encouraged by a friend and a counselor. (release date: 7/1/07)
Ellsworth, Loretta. In Search of Mockingbird. Erin meets quirky but helpful characters and discovers her hidden strength traveling across country to find Harper Lee, author of her deceased mother's favorite book, To Kill a Mockingbird. (release date: 4/3/07)
Ephron, Delia. Frannie in Pieces. Frannie's world is broken into pieces and filled with danger after her father dies. Could the 1,000 piece puzzle from her father be his last message to her? (release date: 9/25/07)

Erskine, Kathryn. Quaking. Matilda (Matt) is wary of her new foster care parents, Sam and Jessica, a Quaker couple that seem too peaceful for a town in conflict over the Iraq war. (release date: 6/21/07)
Felin, M. Sindy. Touching Snow. Karina, a member of a large immigrant family from Haiti, deals with growing up in an abusive and totally dysfunctional home dominated by her truly horrifying stepfather. (release date: 5/22/07)
Flinn, Alex. Beastly. Obnoxious, rich and good looking, Manhattan high schooler Kyle Kingsbury has been changed into a smelly beast. He will stay beastly unless he finds true love within two years. (release date: 10/2/07)
Friesen, Gayle. For Now. Jes's blended family — mom, goofy stepdad, beautiful stepsister, a weekend dad, and her dead little sister's memory — is shaken up again when her mom announces that she's pregnant. (release date: 8/10/07)
Gaiman, Neil and Michael Reaves. Interworld. Joey, lost in another dimension, joins with many versions of himself from different dimensions to fight against evil scientific and magical forces that seek to rule the universe. (release date: 6/26/07)
Giles, Gail. Right Behind You. How do you get over watching someone burn to death--especially if you started the fire? After many years of hospitalization and therapy, Kip is re-entering the world. (release date: 9/1/07)

Gipi. Notes for a War Story. Told through words and artwork, three young men struggling to survive during war join the dangerous underworld controlled by Felix. They're fighting, but what are they fighting for? (release date: 8/7/07)

Grey, Christopher. Leonardo's Shadow: Or, My Astonishing Life as Leonardo da Vinci's Servant. Young Giacomo, servant to Leonardo da Vinci, seeks to understand his past while caring for and contending with the brilliant, cantankerous artist in 15th century Milan, Italy. (release date: 9/26/07)

Hale, Shannon. Book of a Thousand Days. Lady Saren and ladies maid Dashti are sentenced to seven years imprisonment in a sealed tower for Lady Saren's refusal to marry creepy Lord Khasar. (release date: 9/18/07)

Hall, Albyn Leah. The Rhythm of the Road. Trucking English roads listening to country music Jo and her dad,  Bobby, have an idyllic life until Cosima Stewart, an American country singer, hitches a ride. (release date: 1/9/07)

Halpin, Brendan. How Ya Like Me Now. After Eddie's father dies and his mother goes to rehab, Eddie moves in with his cousin's family, adjusts to a "normal" life, and works through his feelings toward his mother. (release date: 4/17/07)
Harazin, S.A. Blood Brothers. Something has happened to Joey and the whole town is blaming Clay. (release date: 7/10/07)
Harper, Suzanne. The Secret Life of Sparrow Delaney. Sparrow goes to a big new high school for a fresh start among strangers, but she has secrets from her psychic family and from her new friends. (release date: 7/3/07)
Harrison, Mette Ivie. The Princess and the Hound. Prince George, who has the forbidden animal magic, is to marry Princess Beatrice, who is never without her beloved hound Marit. (release date: 5/1/07)

Hartinger, Brent. Split Screen Attack of the Soul-Sucking Brain Zombies/Bride of the Soul-Sucking Brain Zombies. Min and Russell tell different versions of the same story about their adventures as extras in a Horror Film, but their own love lives are more complicated than any screenplay. (release date: 1/30/07)
Haydon, Elizabeth. The Thief Queen's Daughter: The Lost Journals of Ven Polypheme. His first day on the job, Ven Polypheme is sent by the king on a mission to the dangerous Gated City to find the origin of a mysterious artifact. (release date: 6/26/07)

Heneghan, James. Payback. Charley, 13, can take care of himself.  In school, bullies target a new kid and Charley knows he should stop them, but will he step in before it's too late? (release date: 3/20/07)

Herrick, Steven. The Wolf. Jake and Lucy tell contrasting family stories as they search for an elusive wolf. She's running away. He's testing his faith in his father. They discover each other and themselves. (release date: 3/07)
Hoffman, Mary. The Falconer's Knot. Silvano is sent to a Franciscan Friary after he's accused of murder. However, murder follows him to the fiary, and soon, Silvano becomes the prime suspect. (release date: 4/3/07)

Hopkins, Ellen. Glass. The sequel to Crank, this is the continuing story of 17-year-old Kristina's addiction to crystal meth — the monster. (release date: 8/21/07)
Hornby, Nick. Slam. Sam seeks the advice of Tony Hawk. But will a poster and a book really tell Sam what to do when he discovers his girlfriend Alicia is pregnant? (release date: 10/16/07)
Hosseini, Khaled. A Thousand Splendid Suns. Two women born a generation apart witness the destruction of their home and family in wartorn Kabul that test the limits of their strength and courage. (release date: 5/22/07)

Horvath, Polly. The Corps of the Bare-Boned Plane. It's bad enough that their parents are dead, but Jocelyn and Meline must live on an island with weird Uncle Marten who loves silence and tufted hassocks. (release date: 7/24/07)
Iggulden, Conn. Genghis: Birth of an Empire. In twelfth century Mongolia, Temujin and his family are left in the Mongolian wilderness to die, but Temujin's not about to give up that easily. (release date: 5/1/07) 

Irani, Anosh. The Song of Kahunsha. Ten-year-old Chamdi runs away from his Bombay orphanage in search of his long lost father. Dreaming of a place without sorrow, all he finds is violence and poverty. (release date: 3/26/07)
Jenkins, A.M. Repossessed. Adolescence is hard enough even when you aren't a demon experiencing the physical world for the first time! (release date: 6/1/07)

Jinks, Catherine. Evil Genius.  Ten year old Cadel discovers things are not as they seem as he searches for his true identity in this high-tech, coming-of-age suspense story. (release date: 5/1/07)

Jocelyn, Marthe. How It Happened in Peach Hill. Annie gathers information for her mother's seances by playing the village idiot until she meets Sammy, now all she wants is to be normal. (release date: 3/13/07)
Johnson, Maureen. Girl at Sea. Clio is on a yacht in the Mediterranean with a geeky-hot guy searching for treasure, but she'd trade it all *not* to spend the summer with her dad. (release date: 5/29/07)
Johnson, Peter. What Happened. After being a passenger in a hit-and-run accident, the narrator must come to terms with both the events that shaped the tragedy and those that have impacted his life. (release date: 3/07)

Johnston, Tony. Bone by Bone by Bone. David's friendship with Malcolm is forbidden by David's father, a small town doctor who threatens to shoot any black person who comes on his property. (release date: 6/7/07)
Jolin, Paula. In The Name Of God. Nadia, a deeply religious Muslim girl living in Syria, is drawn to an Islamic fundamentalist organization as she becomes increasingly frustrated with her less devout family and friends. (release date: 4/3/07)

Jones, Lloyd. Mister Pip. In the middle of guerrilla warfare on her Pacific island, 14-year-old Matilda attends school and listens to Mr. Watts, the island's only white inhabitant, read from Dickens' Great Expectations. (release date: 7/31/07)
Jones, Patrick. Chasing Tail Lights. In Flint there are two sides of the tracks, a bridge actually. Christy and Anne meet there to watch drivers getting out of Flint, and talk about their difficult situations. (release date: 7/24/07)

Joyce, Graham. TWOC: Taken Without Owner's Consent. Matt is haunted by his dead brother after an accident in a stolen car, and unless he can remember what really happened, it's just going to get worse. (release date: 5/5/07)

Kadohata, Cynthia. Cracker! The Best Dog in Vietnam. Cracker, an indulged German Sheperd  and Rick, an adventure-seeking teenage soldier train together to perform breathtaking rescue missions and detect enemy  bombs during the Viet Nam war. (release date: 2/6/07)
Kantor, Melissa. The Breakup Bible. Jen's stuck in Breakup Hell after Max tells her they would be better as friends. Could the Breakup Bible be the answer? (release date: 5/1/07)
Kay, Guy Gavriel. Ysabel. Saint-Saveur Cathedral is a perfect place for a celebrated photographer's son, Ned, to lose himself while his father works, but the cathedral isn't the empty edifice it appears to be. (release date: 2/28/07)

Key, Watt. Alabama Moon. Moon, having lived in isolation in Alabama's deep woods until his father's death, heads for Alaska but quickly learns his father didn't teach him everything about the outside world. (release date: 9/5/06)

 Kinney, Jeff. Diary of a Wimpy Kid A Novel in Cartoons. A year in middle-schooler Greg Heffley's life is chronicled in words and pictures in this hysterically funny "diary". (release date: 4/1/07)

Klass, David. Firestorm. Jack thinks he is a lucky and athletic high school student, but he has been sent back from the future to save the present. His life is about to change. (release date: 9/5/06)

Klein, Lisa. Ophelia: A Novel. Think you know the story of Hamlet and Ophelia? This reinterpretation of Shakespeare's play tells a different story about a fiercely independent girl unwilling to compromise, even for true love. (release date: 10/31/06)

Kluger, Jeffrey. Nacky Patcher and the Curse of the Dry-Land Boats. To break the curse on his town, Nacky Patcher determines to rebuild the large boat he finds in pieces on an inland lake and haul it to the sea. (release date: 6/21/07)
Knowles, Jo. Lessons from a Dead Girl. Leah Greene dies. Is it Lainey's fault because she hated Leah and wished for her death? Or did she really love Leah, and is this even more difficult to accept? (release date: 10/9/07)
Knox, Elizabeth. Dreamquake: Book Two of the Dreamhunter Duet. When Laura exposes government torture of prisoners, dreams turn to nightmares. Dreamhunters search for master dreams to reverse the effects, only to become targets of a more sinister plot. (release date: 2/20/07)
Koertge, Ron. Strays.  Ted O'Connor is caught up in the "we'll take you in but you aren't wanted" world of older foster care teens and struggles to comprehend his life's direction. (release date: 5/8/07)

Konigsburg, E. L. The Mysterious Edge of the Heroic World. Amedeo's new friendship with william Wilcox leads to a unique discovery in the home of his elderly neighbor. (release date: 9/25/07)
Kostick, Conor. Epic. The fantasy computer game Epic, on planet "New Earth", is both a challenge to and challeged by 14-year-old Erik, his family and friends. (release date: 4/5/07)
Lanagan, Margo. Red Spikes. A collection of ten unsettling stories to intrigue, terrify and move you. A Bogeyman, an angelic budgie, and an afterlife in limbo, these startling nightmares seem all too real. (release date: 10/9/07)

Landy, Derek. Skulduggery Pleasant. When Stephanie inherits her uncle's estate, she also inherits his best friend — a walking, talking, crime-fighting skeleton. (release date: 4/3/07)

Lat. Town Boy. The move from a small village to a growing Malaysian town offers teenaged Mat a chance to experience hip music, busy streets, beautiful girls, good friends, and art. (release date: 10/2/07)

Lester, Julius. Cupid A Tale of Love and Desire. Cupid loves the mortal Psyche. Cupid's jealous mother, Venus tries to discredit and destroy Psyche. Will Cupid remain true? Will Psyche outwit Venus? All the deities of Olympus are watching. (release date: 1/1/07)

Llewellyn, Sam. The Return of Death Eric. Your parents' favorite retired rock star's money has dried up, and his children, Lulubell Flower Fairy and Living Buddha (Lou & Buddy), are plotting the return of Death Eric. (release date: 10/3/06)
Lockhart, E. Dramarama. Sarah and Demi feel most fabulous when they're together (and singing show tunes). At theater camp, Demi meets his dream man and Sarah discovers she may have misjudged her talents. (release date: 5/1/06)

Luddy, Karon. Spelldown: The Big-Time Dreams of a Small-Town Word Whiz. Andrew Lang's passion for hold 'em poker has piled money problems on his shoulders and now he's desperate to find a way out. (release date: 1/23/07) 

Luper, Eric. Big Slick. Andrew Lang's passion for hold 'em poker has piled money problems on his shoulders and now he's desperate to find a way out. (release date: 9/18/07)

 Lyga, Barry. The Astonishing Adventures of Fanboy and Goth Girl. Fanboy, a comic book nerd and perennial target of the Jock Jerks, finally takes charge of his destiny (with a little help from Goth Girl). (release date: 10/2/06)
Lyga, Barry. Boy Toy. Everyone in town knows that Josh's middle school teacher taught him more than history. Now he is a senior in high school and she is out of jail. (release date: 9/24/07)

MacCready, Robin Merrow. Buried. As her obsessive-compulsive disorder spirals out of control, Claudine finds herself buried under home and school duties after her alcoholic mother simply goes away. (release date: 9/21/06)

MacCullough, Carolyn. Drawing the Ocean. Sixteen-year-old Sadie only wants to fit in at her new East Coast school, but talking to her dead twin brother and befriending the school misfit might ruin her chances. (release date: 10/3/06)

Mackler, Carolyn. Guyaholic. When V finds the guy of her dreams, she can only do one thing — run. (release date: 7/14/07)

MacLachlan, Patricia. Edward's Eyes. Jake's brother, Edward, is his best friend. When a tragic accident ends Edward's life, Jake and his family must find a way to continue living and find peace. (release date: 8/28/07)
Marillier, Juliet. Wildwood Dancing. Jena fights to save family, friends, home and her beloved Other
Kingdom when dark forces both ordinary and magical threaten to destroy all she holds dear. (release date: 6/23/07)

Marr, Melissa. Wicked Lovely. In a city inhabited by faeries, Aislinn is torn between remaining mortal and leading a normal teen life or ascending to her pre-determined role as the Summer Queen. (release date: 6/12/07)

McCaughrean, Geraldine. The White Darkness. Fighting for her life in the frozen South Pole, a long-dead explorer named Titus Oates provides Symone with the comfort and the skills to survive a horrific adventure. (release date: 1/2/07)

McDonald, Janet. Off-Color. Cameron and her friends make fun of project girls. What will Cameron, a white girl (or is she?), do when she is forced to move into the projects? (release date: 10/16/07)

McGhee, Alison. Falling Boy. Zap has convinced nine year old "investigator," Enzo, that Joseph, paralyzed and in a wheelchair, is really a superhero and comes from the Island of the Bees. (release date: 2/20/07)

McKinley, Robin. Dragonhaven. Jack Mendoza's father runs a dragon wildlife refuge. When Jack goes on his first overnight hike alone, he discovers a baby dragon and the dead poacher who killed its mother. (release date: 9/20/07)

McNeal, Laura and Tom. The Decoding of Lana Morris. Can Lana's miserable life in foster care become happily-ever-after thanks to a magical drawing kit? (release date: 5/8/07)
Michaels, Rune. Genesis Alpha. Josh realizes his older brother has utilized an online roll-playing game to stalk and murder a girl and he's fearful he has the same potential to kill. (release date: 5/22/07)

Mieville, China. Un Lun Dun. When it turns out her friend isn't The Chosen One after all, 12-year-old Deeba fights to save Un Lun Dun - a bizarre and fantastical alternate London. (release date: 2/13/07)

Millar, Martin. The Good Fairies of New York.  When exiled, drunken Scottish Fairies accidentally land in NYC, they forever transform a number of lives in their quest to get home. (release date: 9/20/06)

Miller, Sarah. Miss Spitfire: Reaching Helen Keller. New teacher Annie Sullivan struggles to unlock the mind of Helen Keller, a deaf and blind six-year-old holding her family family hostage with her tantrums. (release date: 7/10/07)

Moore, Perry. Hero. Thom Creed is keeping two very big secrets from his father - that he is a superhero-in-training and that he is gay. (release date: 8/28/07)

Morgenroth, Kate. Echo. Justin sees his younger brother accidentally shoot himself in the head. A year later, wracked with guilt and paranoia, Justin relives that day over and over with subtle, important changes. (release date: 2/6/07)

Murdock, Catherine Gilbert. The Off Season.  DJ struggles to balance school, family responsibilities, and her first boyfriend as she starts her junior year as the only female linebacker in the history of Wisconsin high school football. (release date: 6/4/07)

Myers, Walter Dean. What They Found: Love on 145th Street. These fifteen stories weave love between dying dogs, war, drugs, beauty shops, and even meat pies with such grace and humor, you will want to hug someone or... (release date: 9/11/07)

Nelson, Blake. They Came From Below. Emily and Reese find their idyllic summer at Cape Cod interrupted by two gorgeous guys who may not be completely human and are on a mission to save the world. (release date: 6/26/07)
Nelson, R.A. Breathe My Name. Eleven years ago, Frances had a different name and a different family, until her mother tried to kill her. Now her mother may be trying to finish the job. (release date: 11/8/07)

Olmstead, Robert. Coal Black Horse. Fourteen-year-old Robey Childs embarks on a journey to find his father in the aftermath of the grisly Gettysburg battlefield and encounters the dark side of mankind. (release date: 4/10/07)

Peck, Richard. On the Wings of Heroes. Davy is in grade school just as WWII begins. Everyone is collecting scrap, worrying about those gone off to the war and there's an interesting character behind every syringe bush. (release date: 2/15/07)

Peet, Mal. The Penalty. In an imaginary South American country, a young soccer star disappears and a skeptical sports reporter finds himself drawn into a tale of slavery, vengeance, and magic. (release date: 8/14/07)
Peet, Mal. Tamar: A Novel of Espionage, Passion, and Betrayal. 15-year-old Tamar deciphers her grandfather's hidden past as a spy in the Netherlands during World War II. (release date: 1/23/07)
Peterson, David. Mouse Guard, Vol 1: Fall 1152. The Mouse Guard defend mousekind from the dangers of the 12th century. Then one of their own turns traitor. (release date: 5/16/07)
Petrucha, Stefan. Beowulf. The original adventure of Beowulf is reproduced in graphic novel format accented by vivid colors showing the epic hero undertaking his truly heroic challenges. (release date: 10/2/07)

Picoult, Jodi. Nineteen Minutes. A school shooting stuns the community. What caused it? Who could have stopped it? Picoult creates complex relationships that set the tragic stage, with her trademark twist at the end. (release date: 3/5/07)
Pinkwater, Daniel. The Neddiad: How Neddie Took the Train, Went to Hollywood, and Saved Civilization.  Neddie is traveling to LA and the LaBrea tarpits on the Super Chief, with a turtle the shaman Melvin has given him, and a mission to save the world. (release date: 4/23/07)

Pixley, Marcella. Freak. Twelve-year-old Miriam suffers endless taunts and humiliations after being labeled a freak by the school's popular girls. (release date: 9/18/07)

Pressler, Mirjam. Let Sleeping Dogs Lie. Following a school trip to Israel Johanna, a German teenager, confronts her family with questions about her grandfather's Nazi past. (release date: 10/07)
Rabb, Margo. Cures For Heartbreak. Fifteen-year-old Mia searches for friendship, love, and ways to cope, as she comes to terms with her mother dying of cancer and her father's heart attack. (release date: 2/13/07)

Reeve, Philip. Larklight: A Rousing Tale. . . British siblings Art and Myrtle must flee their family home located somewhere in outer space when spinning spiders invade. (release date: 9/19/07)
Reinhardt, Dana. Harmless. Emma, Anna and Mariah tell a lie, a little white lie to keep from getting in trouble--and now the police are knocking and a man is in jail. (release date: 2/13/07)

Resau, Laura. Red Glass. Fear has ruled sixteen-year-old Sophie's life until dehydrated, speechless 6-year-old Pablo is brought to her home as the only survivor of an illegal border crossing. (release date: 9/11/07)
Resau, Laura. What the Moon Saw. Fourteen-year-old Clara spends the summer in a tiny Mexican village with grandparents she has never met, discovering a sense of belonging she hasn't experienced at home in Maryland. (release date: 9/12/07)
The Restless Dead: Ten Original Stories of the Supernatural. Edited by Deborah Noyes. This collection of original short stories, featuring a celebrated cast of young adult authors, will leave readers wondering if the dead really do rest in peace. (release date: 7/10/07)

Rowling, J.K. Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows. Harry Potter fights to the death with Lord Voldemort in the concluding volume of this hugely popular series. (release date: 7/21/07)
Ryan, P.E. Saints of Augustine. Sam and Charlie were best friends until an unspoken event ripped them apart. (release date: 6/12/07)
Salisbury, Graham. Night of the Howling Dogs. A group of boy scouts camping overnight near a Hawaiian volcano must rely on their skills, courage, and luck to survive an earthquake and the tsunami that follows. (release date: 7/14/07)

Sandell, Lisa Ann. Song of the Sparrow. This retelling of the Arthur-Guinevere-Lancelot love triangle is a warm and personal story narrated by Elaine, the young Lady of Shalott, as she witnesses it, pining for Lancelot. (release date: 5/1/07)

Schmidt, C.A. Useful Fools. Alonso and Rosa, friends on the verge of love, lose each other and their innocence amid the violence of the Peruvian civil war. (release date: 8/16/07)

Schmidt, Gary D. The Wednesday Wars. Holling Hoodhood spends Wednesday afternoons reading Shakespeare, hunting rats, and learning the consequences of the Vietnam War alongside his seventh-grade English teacher, Mrs. Baker. (release date: 5/21/07)

Scholastic Inc. Click. Ten stories by ten authors tell the story of Gee, a photographer traveling the globe, documenting horrors of war and joys/sorrows of relationships, and telling his own stories with pictures. (release date: 10/1/07)

Sedgwick, Marcus. My Swordhand is Singing. When the dead of Chust begin to rise from their graves, Peter and his father, Tomas, must face a soulless enemy and a terrifying destiny. (release date: 2006)

Selznick, Brian. The Invention of Hugo Cabret: A Novel. Hugo tries to decipher the drawings in his deceased father's notebook until it's stolen by an angry toymaker. What's the connection? And why is the toymaker's goddaughter helping Hugo? (release date: 1/30/07)
Shakespeare, William. Romeo and Juliet. Adapted by Richard Appignanesi. Shakespeare meets manga in this contemporary Tokyo version of the classic doomed love story. (release date: 4/1/07)

Sharenow, Robert. My Mother the Cheerleader. Thirteen-year-old Louise Collins is thrust into an ugly confrontation due to her mother's active protesting against the 1960 racial integration of their New Orleans' Ninth Ward schools. (release date: 4/24/07)

Shusterman, Neal. Everlost. After a car crash kills Nick and Allie, they end up in Everlost. Although Nick finds happiness in this limbo world, Allie will do anything to escape. (release date: 8/26/06)
Shusterman, Neal. Unwind. Connor, Risa and Lev are scheduled for their "unwinding." Their organs will be transplanted to other people's bodies. What will happen to their consciousness? To their souls? (release date: 11/6/07)

Smith, Cynthia Leitich. Tantalize. Just as Quincie and her uncle are about to launch their hot vampire-themed restaurant, a brutal murder leaves them scrambling to find a chef. (release date: 2/13/07)

Smith, Roland. Peak. Peak Marcello was born to climb. Even so, he is not sure he is ready to become the youngest person to summit Mt. Everest. (release date: 5/1/07)
Sones, Sonya. What My Girlfriend Doesn't Know. High school freshman Robin, a self-proclaimed loser, describes his relationship with girlfriend Sophie and his experience auditing a Harvard drawing class, where he is attracted to college freshman Tessa. (release date: 5/5/07)

Sonnenblick, Jordan. Notes from the Midnight Driver. A drunken Alex takes his mother's car, and winds up destroying a garden gnome and assigned to 100 hours of community service with a cantankerous old man. (release date: 10/1/06)

Sonnenblick, Jordan. Zen and the Art of Faking It. New eighth-grader San Lee appears to be the zen master of his new school — sort of. (release date: 10/1/07)

St. James, James. Freak Show. Teen drag queen Billy Bloom takes his staid Florida school by storm—will he survive the culture clash? (release date: 5/7/07)

Stinson, Kathy. 101 Ways To Dance. These very fast paced short stories sensitively illuminate the variety of ways teens develop their ethics and decisions around sexuality. (release date: 3/07)

Tan, Shaun. The Arrival. Never has the loneliness, sadness, horror, and wonder of immigration been told so well, so thoroughly, and so wordlessly! (release date: 10/1/07)

Taylor, Laini. Faeries of Dreamdark Blackbringer. Magpie Windwitch, faerie, devil hunter, and granddaughter of the West Wind, must defeat an ancient evil creature who has escaped from his bottle and threatens to unmake all of creation. (release date: 7/21/07)

Thompson, Kate. The New Policeman. When 15-year-old J.J. promises to find time for his mother, he is drawn into an ancient murder mystery and another world. (release date: 1/23/07)

Tomlinson, Heather. The Swan Maiden. Of three sisters, two have magical powers while Doucette, the youngest, must find her own: "Woman or swan, wife or witch - was there no other way a sorceress could live?" (release date: 8/7/07)

Trueman, Terry. 7 Days at the Hot Corner. Scott waits seven days for his HIV test results, angry at his friend who just told him he’s gay, and anxious about his upcoming baseball tournament’s effect on his future.

Uhlig, Richard. Last Dance at the Frosty Queen. Arty is counting the days until he escapes from his small Kansas town. Then a mysterious girl gives him a reason to rethink his plans. (release date: 7/14/07)

Valdes-Rodriguez, Alisa. Haters. Sixteen-year-old Paski quickly becomes the target of the popular girls at her new school when she moves from New Mexico to image-obsessed Orange County. (release date: 10/4/06)

van de Ruit, John. SPUD: A Wickedly Funny Novel. Spud's first year at an elite South African boarding school is marked by the end of apartheid and the antics of his roommates, the Crazy Eight. (release date: 10/4/07)

Wahl, Mats. The Invisible. Translated by Katarina E. Tucker. In a small Swedish town, Detective Fors investigates teen Hilmer Eriksson's disappearance, accompanied by invisible Hilmer. This blend of ghost/detective story reveals prejudice that fosters hatred and intimidation. (release date: 1/23/07)

Wallace, Rich. One Good Punch. Mike-East Scranton High School senior, track team captain, and editorial assistant at the local paper-has never been in trouble, until the police find four joints in his locker. (release date: 10/9/07)

Weinheimer, Beckie. Converting Kate.  Kate has lost her father and her faith, but is she strong enough to turn her back on the church she has always followed? (release date: 3/15/07)

Wells, Rosemary. Red Moon at Sharpsburg. India Moody longs to go to college and study science—an impossible dream for a young, Southern girl surviving the worst of the Civil War. (release date: 4/5/07)

Wemmlinger, Raymond. Booth's Daughter. More than a decade after Lincoln's assassination, Edwina, niece of John Wilkes Booth, learns much about her father's controlling effect on his family as she struggles with independence versus obedience. (release date: 4/07)

Wiess, Laura. Such a Pretty Girl. Having lost all faith in the justice system, Meredith tries to save herself and other young people from her father who was recently released from prison for molesting children. (release date: 1/2/07)

Wilson, Diane Lee. Firehorse. Despite her father's rigid opposition, Rachel Selby vows to nurse a horribly burned firehorse back to health as her first act toward becoming a veterinary in 1872 Boston. (release date: 9/26/06)

Wittlinger, Ellen. Parrotfish. Grady deals with being transgendered, shifts from homeschooling to public school, and helps his family reckon with his gender identity...then makes a huge scene at his family's annual Christmas performance. (release date: 7/10/07)

Wizner, Jake. Spanking Shakespeare. Shakespeare Shapiro relays the events of his high school senior year with a sharp wit that comments on opposite sex relationships and the absurdity of his life. (release date: 9/25/07)

Young, Janey Ruth. The Opposite of Music. With his sister and mother, fifteen-year-old Billy struggles to help his father overcome severe depression. (release date: 2/27/07)

Zarr, Sara. Story of a Girl. When Deanna's dad catches her having sex with an older guy, the consequences are far greater than she ever could have imagined. (release date: 1/10/07)

Zevin, Gabrielle. Memoirs of a Teenage Amnesiac. After falling down some steps, Naomi has forgotten the past four years of her life. Who is she really? (release date: 8/21/07)

Non-Fiction
Ackerman, Diane. The Zookeeper's Wife: A War Story. The Zookeeper and his wife, Jan and Antonina Zabinski kept more than animals in the Warsaw Zoo during World War II. (release date: 9/4/07)
Andronik, Catherine M. Wildly Romantic: The English Romantic Poets: The Mad, the Bad, and the 
Dangerous. Beginning with the friendship of Wordsworth and Coleridge and moving onto Byron, Shelley and Keats, this book explores the lives of the Romantic poets. (release date: 3/29/07) 
Barakat, Ibtisam. Tasting the Sky: A Palestinian Childhood. With beautiful poetic language, Barakat remembers her childhood in war torn Palestine, and the role that reading and language had in her survival. (release date: 2/20/07)

Beah, Ishmael. A Long Way Gone: Memoirs of a Boy Soldier. An innocent twelve-year-old, fleeing attacking rebels, is transformed into a cold-blooded, AK-47 wielding soldier in Sierra Leone. (release date: 2/13/07)

Crisler, Curtis L. Tough Boy Sonatas. These poems about boys growing up black in a decaying city surrounded by love, danger, religion and crime are so vivid, reading them is like watching a movie in your mind. (release date: 2/07)

The Deep: The Extraordinary Creatures of the Abyss. Edited by Claire Nouvian. Explore the biggest, most mysterious ecosystem on the planet: the deep sea. Amazing photographs capture the beautiful, strange and sometimes terrifying creatures that live in the deepest, darkest ocean depths. (release date: 3/15/07)

Faith and Doubt: An Anthology of Poems. Edited by Patrice Vecchione. Poems from many cultures and time periods explore what it means to ask questions and to explore various aspects of spirituality and faith. (release date: 4/3/07)

Fradin, Judith Bloom and Dennis Brindell. Jane Addams: Champion of Democracy. In a time when women had little control over their own lives, Jane Addams became a powerful force for good by helping the poor and disadvantaged, and fighting for peace. (release date: 12/11/07)
Gore, Al. An Inconvenient Truth: The Crisis of Global Warming. Adapted by Jane O'Connor. Informative color photos, graphs and easy-to-understand text document and explain causes of our planet's "climate crisis," advocate public policy changes, and encourage individual action to address the problems. (release date: 2/20/07)
Gourley, Catherine. War, Women, and the News: How Female Journalists Won the Battle to Cover World War II. Called "Sob Sisters," women were considered too emotional to cover serious stories like wars - that is until these women journalists won battle after battle for respect. (release date: 2/27/07)
Helfer, Andrew. Malcolm X: A Graphic Biography.  The events and controversies surrounding Malcolm X's life, accumulating with his assassination, are presented in a bold graphic novel format with unblinking realism. (release date: 11/14/06)
Hemphill, Stephanie. Your Own, Sylvia A Verse Portrait of Sylvia Plath. Sylvia Plath stuck her head in an oven and died, but how she lived is less well known. Perhaps the best way to describe this gifted poet is with brilliant verse. (release date: 3/13/07)

Hinds, Gareth. Beowulf. The epic tale of the great warrior Beowulf has thrilled readers through the ages — and now it is reinvented for a new generation with Gareth Hinds's masterful illustrations. (release date: 3/13/07)
Kirkpatrick, Katherine. The Snow Baby: The Arctic Childhood of Robert E. Peary’s Daring Daughter. In this exploration of Admiral Peary's epic polar adventures, many of which included his family, readers get an exciting opportunity to learn about the very unique childhood of Marie Peary. (release date: 11/28/06)
Lutes, Jason. Houdini: The Handcuff King. This graphic biography of the legendary escape artist explores the events leading up to and around Houdini's infamous 1908 jump from the Harvard Bridge. (release date: 4/1/07)

Marrin, Albert. The Great Adventure: Theodore Roosevelt and the Rise of Modern America. Theodore Roosevelt rides to life in this intimate yet historically revealing book about the man who redefined the United States' presidency. (release date: 12/27/07)
Miller, Joe. Cross-X. Kansas City Central's debate team wins despite prison-like learning conditions that keep students from success. Their tournaments have the excitement of football and the exposure of institutional racism and injustice. (release date: 10/3/06)
Montgomery, Sy. Quest For The Tree Kangaroo: An Expedition To The Cloud Forest of New Guinea. On the lookout for aggressive crocodiles, protected from malaria, brushing off leaches, and mindful of cannibals, we travel to the cloud forest of New Guinea searching for tree kangaroos. (release date: 10/30/06)

Neimark, Anne E. Up Close: Johnny Cash. A music legend, a troubled soul, an advocate, a rebel, an addict: This is the real Johnny Cash. (release date: 4/5/07)

Polly, Matthew. American Shaolin: Flying Kicks, Buddhist Monks, and the Legend of Iron Crotch: An 

Odyssey in the New China. On a quest to transform himself from a scrawny weakling into a kungfu badass, Matthew Polly drops out of Princeton and journeys to the Shaolin Temple in China. (release date: 2/1/07)
Raddatz, Martha. The Long Road Home A Story of War and Family. One horrible day in Iraq finds a platoon trapped in a brutal firefight and is contrasted with the emotional stress of loved ones at home. (release date: 3/1/07)

Reef, Catherine. e.e. cummings: a poet's life. This is a well-rounded portrait of e.e. cummings that skillfully examines the culture in which he lived as he developed his craft. (release date: 1/29/06)

Rodriguez, Deborah. Kabul Beauty School: An American Woman Goes Behind the Veil. One woman satisfies her need to DO something in the world by opening a beauty school in Kabul Afganistan in 2003. (release date: 4/10/07)
Siegel, Siena Cherson. To Dance: A Ballerina's Graphic Novel. Part family history, part backstage drama, this original graphic novel takes a firsthand look into a young dancer's beginnings--and beyond. (release date: 9/5/06)

Sis, Peter. The Wall: Growing Up Behind the Iron Curtain. Yearning for freedom and the culture of the West, Peter embraced his creativity despite the oppressive government and society in communist Czechoslovakia during the Cold War. (release date: 8/21/07)

Such a Pretty Face: Short Stories about Beauty. Edited by Ann Angel. Stubborn chin hairs and camera-shy models are just two of the subjects in this stellar collection of stories about the myths and realities of physical beauty. (release date: 5/1/07)
 Tammet, Daniel. Born on a Blue Day: A Memoir: Inside the Extraordinary Mind of an Autistic Savant. Get inside the head of a young man who sees numbers as shapes, colors, and textures. (release date: 1/9/07)
Vincent, Erin. Grief Girl: My True Story. A heartbreakingly honest description of the effect of their parents death on the author and her siblings. (release date: 3/13/06)
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